[Antibody-dependent cellular cytotoxicity (AAZZ) against leukemia cells--K-cell activity of human leukocytes].
The activity of human leukocytes from the peripheral blood (PB) and bone-marrow (BM) to take the function as K-cells in the antibody dependent cellular cytotoxicity (ADCC) was tested in a 51Cr-test against mouse leukaemic cells and ALL cells covered with specific heterologous antibodies. Mononuclear PB-leukocytes and granulocytes of healthy donors and patients with leukemia and lymphoma in remission lysed murine and human leukaemic cells in the presence of specific antibodies. There was no lowering of K-cell activity of mononuclear PB-leukocytes of patients with leukaemia and lymphoma in remission under chemotherapy as compared with healthy donors and patients in remission without chemotherapy. There was a good correlation between the percentage of K-cell active mononuclear leukocytes in PB and BM. Attempts of fractionation with peripheral blood leukocytes of healthy donors resulted in the non-adherent mononuclear PB-leukocytes (lymphocytes) and granulocytes being effector cells in ADCC. To a high degree K-cell active lymphocytes could be identified in the non-B-fraction and only slightly in the fraction forming E rosettes.